Water Wise Gardening & Landscaping Resources

Example Gardens: Before jumping into your own landscape redesign, take a look at some of these local native
and drought tolerant gardens to get some ideas about plant species that do well, plant groupings, irrigation
design, etc.

ldaho Botanical Garden - 2355 N Penitentiary Road, Boise, ID
IBG has several examples of drought tolerant gardens including the Dry Garden, Lewis & Clark Native Plant

Garden, and the Firewise Garden. All plants are labeled so you can get an idea about what plant species do well
in our native soils and climate.

MK Nature Center - 600 S Walnut St., Boise, ID

In 2023 the MK Nature Center installed the Idaho Native Plant Pollinator Garden. This garden is designed to
reduce water use, feed native pollinators, and discourage grazing by local deer. As a newly planted space, this is
a great example garden to see what early stages of your landscape may look like.

Boise Urban Garden School - Comba Park 2995 N Five Mile Rd, Boise, ID
BUGS is a great place to explore ideas about how to use your home landscape to the fullest including pollinator
spaces, vegetable gardens, and raised beds.

Jim Hall Foothills Learning Center - 3188 Sunset Peak Rd, Boise, ID

If you are looking to see what plants will survive in a low water environment, the Foothills Learning Center has you
covered. Their gardens and surrounding landscaping display the plants that will thrive in our local soil and climate.
Many plants are labeled to give you an idea of the specific species that will thrive in your own home landscape.

BLM Ethnobotany Garden & Sage-grouse Habitat Demonstration Garden located at the Boise District BLM office -
3948 Development Ave., Boise, ID

These gardens installed around the Boise District Office of Idaho BLM include a variety of native, water-wise plant
species. Signs throughout the gardens introduce traditional native plant uses and illustrate the connections
between wildlife and plant species.

North End Native Plant Preserve - 611 W Brumback St., Boise, ID

Donated to the city in 2015, the North End Native Plant Preserve demonstrates the beauty to be found in native
plants and wildlife habitat, the power of land stewardship, and the resiliency of native species when invasives are
removed.

Garden City Pollinator Habitat - 6015 N Glenwood St., Garden City, ID

Garden City was the first Idaho Bee City, U.S.A. This garden, established in 2016, is not only a beautiful example

of water-wise native habitat but it also provides great educational information that visitors can use when designing
their own gardens. Residents are not only invited to visit this free pollinator space but the Garden City Pollenteers,
who manage the space, provide pollinator conservation lectures and demonstrations here as well.

Draggin’ Wing High Desert Nursery - 5300 Stinger Drive, Boise, ID

Draggin’ Wing has several display garden spaces where they test the suitability of different plants to our area and
obtain plant cuttings. You can observe a variety of plants that are suitable to Treasure Valley soil and climate in
different seasons and different ages to get an idea of how your landscape may look over time.

University of Idaho Ada County Extension Office - 5880 N Glenwood St., Boise, ID
Landscaping around the extension office includes a variety of native and drought tolerant plant species.

Veolia Office - 8248 W Victory Rd., Boise, ID

Firewise Demonstration Gardens -



Eagle Sports Complex, Old Horseshoe Bend Road, Garden City, ID
Jim Hall Foothills Learning Center, 3188 Sunset Peak Road, Boise, ID
Bernardine Quinn Riverside Park, 3150 W Pleasanton Ave., Boise, ID
Boise Fire Station 1, 707 Reserve St., Boise, ID

Native Gardens at local schools -
Hawthorne Elementary School, 2401 W Targee St., Boise, ID
Roosevelt Elementary School, 908 E Jefferson St., Boise, ID

Pollinator Gardens in Boise City Parks -
Ann Morrison Park, 1000 S Americana Blvd., Boise, ID

Bernardine Quinn Riverside Park, 3150 W. Pleasanton Ave., Boise, ID
Mariposa Park, 9851 W Irving St., Boise, ID

Terry Day Park, 1225 S Federal Way, Boise, ID

Warm Springs Park, 250 S Marden St., Boise, ID

Useful Websites and Other Resources: These resources are helpful planning tools when deciding what plants to
choose and how to group plants. Many of these resources include plant pictures, water demands, and pollinator
species each plant supports.

A Field Gui P f the Boise Eoothills -
https://www.blm.gov/documents/idaho/public-room/guidebook/field-guide-plants-boise-foothills

e A comprehensive guide created by the Harris Ranch Wildlife Mitigation Association, the Southwest Idaho
Resource Conservation and Development Council, the Bureau of Land Management, and the Ada Soll
and Water Conservation District. This beautiful resource includes photographs, scientific and common
names, descriptions, interesting facts, and includes symbols that indicate whether the plant is native or
introduced, important to wildlife and pollinators, rare, moderately to highly flammable, or a noxious weed.
A pdf version is included in the link above or you can purchase spiral bound copies at REI, from the Harris
Ranch Wildlife Mitigation Association website, or at the Treasure Valley Pollinator Project plant pick up
day.

Landscaping with Native Plants of the Intermountain Region -
https://www.blm.gov/documents/national-office/blm-library/technical-reference/landscaping-native-plants-intermou
ntain

e a comprehensive technical reference guide created by the Bureau of Land Management that offers native
wildflower, grass, shrub, and tree options appropriate for home landscapes. The guide includes light and
water requirements as well as supported wildlife. Additionally the guide includes a list of common invasive
ornamental plants to avoid adding to your landscape.

Native Garden Guide for Southwestern Idaho -
https://www.blm.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Native%20Garden%20Guide %20for%20Southwestern%20
Idaho.pdf

e a comprehensive guide created by the Bureau of Land Management to assist in the planning and
development of native gardens.

Boise Area Native Plants - https://idahonativeplants.org/boise-area-native-plants/

e athorough list available through the Idaho Native Plant Society of native plants appropriate for southwest
Idaho. Indicator species are highlighted in yellow. These are plant species that support a lot of animal life,
including insects.

University of Idaho Native Plants Guide - https://www.uidaho.edu/sustainability/bio-land/native-plant-guide

e allist of tree, shrub, and herbaceous species native to Idaho with an emphasis on the Palouse Prairie.
Species water requirements, flowering time, wildlife supported, mature height, and light needs are
included along with plant images.

Native Plant Finder - https://www.nwf.org/nativeplantfinder/

e adigital list of native plant species searchable by zip code. Managed by the National Wildlife Foundation,
plants are ranked in order by the number of butterfly and moth species they support. Plants that support
the greatest variety of butterflies & moths are listed first.
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Keystone Plants for North American Deserts -
https://www.nwf.org/-/media/Documents/PDFs/Garden-for-Wildlife/Keystone-Plants/NWF-GFW-keystone-plant-list
-ecoregion-10-north-american-deserts.ashx?la=en&hash=77BBCFOEOC5E71C65733412B56C329B5DEGE92CF
e a list of the keystone species appropriate for southwestern Idaho created by the National Wildlife
Foundation. This list includes the native plant species that support the greatest number of butterfly and
moth species or provide pollen for the greatest variety of native bee species.
Native Plants for Pollinators and Beneficial Insects: Inland Northwest Region -
https://xerces.org/publications/plant-lists/native-plants-for-pollinators-and-beneficial-insects-inland-northwest
e alist created by the Xerces Society identifying the native plant species that support the greatest diversity
of native insect species. It also includes helpful planting information and key characteristics of each plant
useful for garden planning.
Keystone Trees and Shrubs: Cold Deserts -
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/HNP-ECO-REG-10.1-TREES-SHRUBS-LIST.110
323.pdf
e allist of trees and shrubs that support the greatest diversity of life appropriate for cold desert regions.
Created by Dr. Douglas Tallamy and Homegrown National Park.
Selecting Plants for Pollinators: Intermountain Semidesert Guide -
https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/IntermtSemidesrt342.rx2_171017_085202.pdf
e a plant selection guide created by the Pollinator Partnership for farmers and gardeners to assist in
selecting pollinator supporting plants for lands in the Intermountain West Ecoregion.
Polli Sarden Recipe C g inE —
https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/pollinator-garden-cards_intermountain-region-1.pdf
e a quick reference guide created by the Pollinator Partnership to help homeowners easily create a
year-round pollinator friendly space.
Find Your Roots Native Plant Finder -
https://www.pollinator.org/find-your-roots-tool
e atool created by Pollinator Partnership to assist you in determining what plants are most appropriate for
your ecoregion. It is searchable by zip code and results are filterable to address specific needs.

The Ada Soil & Water Conservation District does not receive compensation for including any business or organization in
this resource. This document is meant to be a quick, easily accessible guide to local organizations and businesses who
provide native, drought tolerant plant species or specialize in drought tolerant landscaping and not promotional material
for any business or organization.

Local Native Plant Sales: There are a number of organizations in the Treasure Valley that hold annual plant sales
as fundraisers to support the continued work of their organization or programs. You can find a variety of
affordable native and drought tolerant options while also supporting local organizations working to protect our
valley’s wildlife and natural resources.

Treasure Valley Pollinator Project - https://www.adaswcd.org/treasure-valley-pollinator-project
e a project created by the Ada Soil & Water Conservation District to encourage the planting of native and
beneficial plants in home landscapes. Plants must be ordered online in advance of the plant pick up day.
Idaho Native Plant Society: Pahove Chapter - https://idahonativeplants.org/pahove/
e the Pahove Chapter of the Idaho Native Plant Society organizes an annual fundraising plant sale each
spring. Plants must be ordered online in advance of the plant pick up day.
Idaho Botanical Garden - https://www.idahobotanicalgarden.org/plantsale
e the Idaho Botanical Garden organizes two annual fundraising plant sales each year, one in the spring and
one in the fall. They also have some beautiful examples of dry and drought tolerant gardens with plant
identification labels to help you with your own garden planning.
College of Western Idaho - https://cwi.edu/program/horticulture-technology
e the CWI Horticulture Technology program holds an annual spring plant sale that includes a large variety of
native and drought tolerant plants. You can sign up on the Horticulture Technology page to be notified by
email about the date and time of the coming year’s sale.
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Other Places to find Native Plants & Seeds: Many of our local nurseries carry native and drought tolerant species
as well as seeds that are either native or locally adapted. There are also some good options in neighboring
western states.

Snake River Seed Cooperative - https://snakeriverseeds.com/

e Native and regionally adapted seeds grown by farmers living and working in the Intermountain West.

Available for purchase online or in many local garden centers and nurseries.
Western Native Seed - https://www.westernnativeseed.com/index.html

e Western Native Seed specializes in seeds of plants which are native to the Rocky Mountains, western
Great Plains, and adjacent areas. Their goal is to provide high quality seed for the native plant enthusiast
and to promote the use of native plants for gardening, landscaping, and revegetation. Located in
Colorado, seeds are only available for purchase through their online store.

North End Organic Nursery - https://www.northendnursery.com/

e The North End Organic Nursery is a 100% organic garden center, with an onsite plant nursery

specializing in edible, native, and water conserving plants.
Draggin’ Wing High Desert Nursery - https://waterthriftyplants.com/

e Draggin’ Wing is a local nursery specializing in plants, shrubs, and trees native or regionally adapted to
the Great Basin and Intermountain West. They grow all of their plants from seed and test their suitability
to the Treasure Valley climate in demonstration gardens. You can view their demonstration gardens to get
inspiration for your own garden design.

Edwards Greenhouse - https://www.edwardsgreenhouse.com/

e Edwards Greenhouse is a local, family-owned nursery open year-round carrying a variety of native plant
species and seeds.

Franklin H. Pitkin Forest Nursery -
https://www.uidaho.edu/cnr/center-for-forest-nursery-and-seedling-research/pitkin

e The Franklin H. Pitkin Forest Nursery is a fully operational production container nursery that produces
nearly 500,000 seedlings annually, including over 70 species of conifers, hardwoods and shrubs. The
majority of the seedlings grown by this University of Idaho nursery are Idaho native species. These live
plants can be ordered any time of the year but shipping only occurs in the spring and fall and is
dependent up on the plant type ordered. Live plants must also be purchased in bundles of 5.

High Country Gardens - https://www.highcountrygardens.com/category/drought-resistant-perennials

e High Country Gardens is a Utah-based nursery specializing in sustainable gardening in the west. They
carry an extensive variety of western natives and water-wise species, including pre-planned gardens.
They believe sustainability begins in our backyard and promote the planting of species that are not only
attractive but are adapted to western climates and feed native birds and insects.

Stover Seed - https://shop.stoverseed.com/collections/wildflower-regional-native-pollinator-mixtures

e Stover Seed in collaboration with Pollinator Partnership has created seed mixes of regional natives that
are adapted to regional climates and support native wildlife species, particularly pollinators. The
Intermountain West mix is most appropriate for the Treasure Valley. These seed mixes do not include
invasive species that can often be found in other pollinator seed mixes. Additionally, these seed mixes
include 9 different species, 3 species for each blooming season to ensure your space includes forage for
pollinators as long as possible. All species included in the Intermountain West mix are also naturally
drought tolerant.

Tapteal Native Plants - https://www.taptealnativeplants.com/

e Tapteal Native Plants is a native plant nursery located in the Tri-Cities area of Eastern Washington. They
specialize in growing plants native to this region, many of which are also native to the Treasure Valley.
Plants can be reserved online but must be picked up in person. However, native seeds can be ordered
anytime online and shipped to your home.

Klamath-Siskiyou Native Seeds - https://klamathsiskiyouseeds.com/

e Klamath-Siskiyou Native Seeds provides the general public, gardeners, nurseries, habitat restoration
practitioners and land managers with wildcrafted seeds from the Klamath-Siskiyou Mountains of northern
California and southern Oregon. Many of these species are also species native to Treasure Valley Idaho.
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Landscapers & Garden Designers: There are a number of local landscaping companies that specialize in

designing and installing beautiful drought tolerant home landscapes. Each of their websites contain images of
example landscapes they have designed and installed.

Split Pea Edible Landscaping - https://www.splitpealandscape.com/
e alocal design, installation, and maintenance landscaping company specializing in edible landscaping,
water wise, pollinator, wildlife habitats, and urban homesteading.
Xeric Gardening - https://www.xericgardening.com/
e alocal design and installation landscaping company specializing in xeriscaping.
BeeWise Gardens - https://beewisegardens.com/
e alocal design and installation landscaping company specializing in edible landscaping and pollinator
gardens.
Flutterby Gardens Landscaping LLC - http://goflutterby.net/
e alocal design, installation, and maintenance landscaping company specializing in native and xeriscaping,
including xeric turf lawn installation and maintenance.
ego Lily Native Gardens - https://segolilynativegardens.com/
e alocal design and installation landscaping company specializing in native and sustainable garden design.
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